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Field Day
  At Randy Gubersky & Ward Hoculak farms
July 16, 2011
At 10:00 am  

The day will start at the Gubersky Farm. 
From Lamont 9 miles north on Hwy 831, 6 miles east on Hwy 45. 
Then ¼ miles south on range road 184. 
There will discussion on seeding techniques and crop varieties followed by a crop tour. Special guest speakers in attendance. Organic snacks will be provided with a lunch to follow for $10 per person, and kids eat free. 
Speakers include: Donna Youngdahl - organic desk at the CWB; Sheldon Gesell - Dirt'Grow Wholesale and Manufacturing; Clint Hutton - Lewis Oilers; Jason Freeman and Mark Bologna - Farmer Direct
A wonderful opportunity to learn new farming techniques and network and EVERYONE is WELCOME!
Confirm your attendance to Kathy at @780-939-5808 or aopa@cruzineternet.com.
Celebrate Organic Week

October 15 – 22

Some suggestions for you:   have an organic meal and invite someone to share it with you, or include a movie night promoting organic agriculture; place an ad in your local newspaper or a right-up about Organics; do a presentation at your school or college; put up posters around your community; hand out samples or our AOPA pamphlets at your Farmer’s Market; host your own or visit an organic farm tour. There are many ways to celebrate this week to make it special, find new markets and educate people. 


Seminar
Feedlot Finishing & 

Carcass Evaluation 

Friday, July 8, 2011,
9:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Sunny Valley Farm & Sangudo Custom Meat Packers Ltd.

Lunch Provided

A day for networking with Organic Beef Producers, Beef Specialists and others to learn about finishing your animals, evaluating the carcass results, and learning about factors affecting meat quality. RSVP with numbers to Becky Lipton at becky.lipton@organicalberta.org or phone 780-271-1116
Directions: Sunny Valley Farms

Take Hwy 44 North of Westlock AB for 8 miles. Turn on Sunny Bend Road for 8 miles (cross the Pembina River) At RR12 turn left and head south for 2 miles. Turn left at Township Road 610 for ¼ mile east to the farm on the north side. Sangudo Custom Meats   4930 49 Avenue, Sangudo, AB

 780-785-3353

Beef 2011

International Livestock Congress

August 10, 2011 

Deerfoot Inn & Casino: 1000, 11500-35 St. SE Calgary AB T2Z 3W4

Registration and information: 403-686-8407 or ilccalgary@imcievents.ca Hotel Room 1-888-875-4667 
Thought of the month – “Each day you must choose: The pain of discipline or the pain of regret.” Unknown 


Call for your testimonial on GM Alfalfa
What would be the impact of the introduction of GM alfalfa on your farming operations?  Genetically modified (GM) alfalfa has been approved for planting in the US and is one step away from being sold as seed in Canada.  The Organic Federation of Canada joins the effort of the Canadian Biotechnology Action Network (CBAN) to collect organic farmers and stakeholders' concerns about the foreseen impact of GM alfalfa on their operations. To voice your concern, click on OFC’s Blog. 
Powerlines - paid by us
We have to stop the government from supporting nuclear. We don't want what happened to Japan happen here. There are many ways to get power that are much safer. They want to put nuclear plants here in Alberta. One is to be at Peace River the plan is to have 10 in Alberta. These nuclear plants are to make power to sell to the USA not for our use. That is why you are paying for the powerlines that is being put in from the states to the northern Alberta. When your power bill goes up that is why. Take the time and vote against nuclear in the following newspaper. According to this Canadians want nuclear. Click on the article put in the CBC newspaper site and vote NO. http://www.cbc.ca/news/yourcommunity/2011/05/nuclear-power-should-canada-follow-germanys-lead.html
Monsanto under investigation by SEC
Monsanto, the world’s biggest seed-maker by revenues, is being investigated by the Securities and Exchange Commission over its use of cash payments to farmers to use its herbicides. The St Louis-based company provides cash incentives to farmers to use its Roundup glyphosate, the world’s leading herbicide, and Roundup Ready seeds. Its most recent programme offered growers up to $20 per acre. Monsanto’s herbicide division was once a cash cow, but it collapsed in recent years in the face of low-cost competition from China. 


GM FOODS SAFE??
Taken from CBAN quick guide to GMO

There are many serious unanswered safety questions. Many scientists warn that: The process of genetic engineering can create new allergens also foreign DNA can survive in the human gut.

ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS - Once GM plants are released into the environment they cannot be controlled or recalled. Genetic pollution is irreversible living pollution that self-replicates. Contamination of other plants is a major problem because the genes from any crop can move, via seed and pollen flow. GM crops are resulting in increased pesticide use, herbicide tolerant weeds, and expansion of industrial farming.

Monsanto is the largest seed company in the world and owns about 86% of GM seeds sown globally.

Biotechnology Notices of Submission Project
Corn (MON 87427) which has been genetically modified for glyphosate herbicide tolerance.

If you would like to provide comments on this submission, a feedback form is available on the submission page. All personal information shall be treated in accordance with the Privacy Act & the Access to Information Act. You can join or leave a variety of e-mail lists managed by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency at: http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/util/listserv/listserve.shtm
	
		

	

	

	

	


Lacovores- website
Website locavores.co you can inform your customers and prospects. Try to be proactive in announcing your products or events. Check it out it may help you sell/buy.
Old Grey Mare A buyer was considering purchasing an old thoroughbred horse but wanted a veterinarian's opinion of the horse before finalizing the deal. When the vet had completed his examination the potential buyer asked, "Will I
be able to race him?"
The veterinarian looked at the buyer, then at the horse. "Sure," he replied, "and you would probably win!"


Canadian Organic Standards

The amended Canadian Organic Standards are now available on CGSB website. Links are: 

Organic Production Systems

General Principles and Management Standards – CAN/CGSB-32-310-2006 – Amended October 2008, December 2009, and June 2011. http://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/ongc-cgsb/internet/bio-org/documents/032-0310-2008-eng.pdf
Permitted Substances Lists CAN/CGSB-32.311-2006 – Amended October 2008, December 2009, and June 2011. http://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/ongc-cgsb/internet/bio-org/documents/032-0311-2008-eng.pdf
Presidents Report
Well, summer’s here, some are dried out and others are swamped with rain. Sounds just like Alberta weather. I hope all have had a good spring and the crop sowing went well. Now it's onto haying season.

On July 8th we are having a beef finishing assessment day starting at Terry Sheehan's farm close to Westlock, and on July 16th we have our AOPA field day at Ward Hocaluk's and Randy Grubersky's, hope to see all of you there. If you have any questions about these please call. 

I would like to thank all of you for sticking with us as AOPA this year. It's been a tough transition year for our user fee to acreage fee. We should have all this sorted out for next year and running smooth.

I will be going to the MARA trials again this year in LaCrete so I hope to touch base with those of you who are in the area. 

Have a great summer. Sam Godwin
Canada’s Organic Rules in Full Force

OTTAWA, Canada (June 30, 2011) -- Canada’s Organic Products Regulations will be fully enforced after June 30. The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has followed a two-year Stream of Commerce and Enforcement Policy, allowing operator’s time to become fully compliant with the regulations. During this “phase-in” period, the CFIA managed minor non-compliances through notification and education, requiring correction within reasonable timelines.

“Full compliance with all provisions of the Organic Products Regulations is now mandatory. The Stream of Commerce policy was a great help for organic operators working to bring their documentation and labelling into compliance,” said Matthew Holmes, Executive Director of the Canada Organic Trade Association. “Now products labelled as ‘organic’ in Canada and subject to the regulations must be certified by a CFIA-accredited certification body, and all organic product labels must carry the name of the certifier.”
The CFIA consulted with the organic sector to build upon the pre-existing industry self-regulated standards. The 2009 regulations made Canada's organic standards mandatory for both domestic and imported products, and launched the now familiar “Biologique Canada Organic” logo, which allows consumers to identify products that meet Canada's organic requirements. The CFIA oversees and enforces the organic certification system, as well as organic claims in the marketplace. Now in full effect, the Organic Products Regulations have levelled the playing field and given both domestic and foreign consumers confidence in the organic label.
In addition to providing consumers with confidence at home, the Canadian organic system is trusted by our two major trading partners: the United States and Europe. In 2009, Canada and the U.S. announced the world’s first organic equivalency agreement, which allows for trade of organic products between the two countries. In June 2011, the European Union added Canada to its “third country list,” recognizing Canadian organic products and certification as valid for import into the EU.
“Recognition of Canada's organic standards by both the EU and U.S. shows that our standards are among the best in the world, assuring consumers that strong organic standards have been followed, while eliminating the burdensome costs of multiple organic certifications now carried by farmers, processors and traders," Holmes said.
The Canada Organic Trade Association is the membership-based trade association for the Canadian organic sector. With the Organic Trade Association, COTA advocates for organic agriculture and products throughout North America. Their combined membership includes growers, shippers, processors, certifiers, farmers' associations, distributors, importers, exporters, consultants, retailers and others throughout the U.S. and Canada. Their shared mission is to promote and protect the growth of organic trade to benefit the environment, farmers, the public and the economy.
For more information, contact: Matthew Holmes, Executive Director Canada Organic Trade Association Office: 613-482-1717; Mobile: 506-260-7537 (mholmes@ota.com) www.ota-canada.ca
Office Update

By Kathy Petterson

Rain, rain go away, come again another day! It that your song? June 12th we were very dry, but not anymore. We can thank the Lord our pastures, hay fields and trees will do well this summer even if some portion of the crops are drowned out. 

TCA (Transaction Certificate Authorization) - If you go to the web site www.ocia.org there is a member TC portion. You will need a password which OCIA Canada will set up for you and then you can fill out your TC there. Also there is an option for a provisional, if your buyer needs a TC right away you can send that to them. When a TCA is done on line, it’s printed and sent out the same day. At the OCIA Canada office they try to print TCs each day. If you have a problem or questions contact Charlene at cdunlop@ocia.org. If you don’t receive a TC within two weeks contact them, DO NOT resend the TCA. Always make sure the TCA is complete otherwise it delays processing. 

Producer # - OCIA will no longer be using the Producer numbers assigned to each member by the chapter. This includes the TCA form mentioned above. An example is 11011G236-09. A lot of members used the three numbers after the letter G as part of their lot numbering system. There should not be a problem to continue using the same lot number, as it is your personal identification system. Only the Operator # will be used in any communication and on your certificate. An example is 46632. 

OMRI – has 26 new products that have been dropped for organic approval. Please check with the office BEFORE purchasing any input/product. 

COMPOST/MANURE– The pesticide Aminopyralid has consistently be found in non-organic compost and manure. Don’t take a chance; make sure your sources are organic. Does anyone know where to get this test done in Alberta? 

COR/NOP EQ. – If you choose this certificate you do not need to have a copy of the NOP Standards, only the COR Standards with the Permitted Substance List. 

ZINGER BROTHER’S JAMBOREE – (August 19-21 in Coronation, AB) We, AOPA, would like to display our booth on this weekend. If any member is willing to set it up I can have it shipped to you via the bus. I am sure it will be a fun weekend. 

FIELD DAY – summer time means our field day is soon approaching. Board member and one of our hosts Ward Hoculak have erected a 4’x8’ banner on Highway 45 to advertise AOPA and our special day. It is going to be an informative, fun time. We now have a country singer who will entertain us, door prizes from our speakers and Dean Spanner from the U of A sharing his research findings. It would be wonderful to have a big crowd for the reporter from Alberta Farmer to interview. Hope to see you there! 

Market Board

FOR SALE: 14 ft. Seedrite Hoe drill with attached rod weeder and harrows. Call Pete at 780-796-2432, Redwater.

FOR SALE: 350 bushels of organic yellow peas. Phone Helen Anderson at 780-698-3971.
FREE: Send in your classified ads. I will post them here free for all members. This is a great way to contact other producers for sale or to purchase produce to/from other organic farmers. 

Looking for certified organic cull cows (for slaughter or breeding stock) to be used in my meat cutting business.  I will take any age from 3 years up to old cows.  Price to be chosen based on condition of cows.  If you have anything like this please contact Scott MacPherson at 403-952-0316.

FOR SALE: organic beef, by whole, half, quarter or by the piece. 780-349-3937.
The Accounting Interview
Rick, fresh out of accounting school, went to an interview for a job. The company boss asked various questions about his education and experience, but then asked him, "What is three times seven?"

"22," Rick replied. After he left, he double-checked it on his
calculator (he *knew* he should have taken it to the interview!) and realized he wouldn't get the job.

About two weeks later, he got a phone call was offered the job! He accepted, and started work the next day.

He was not one to look a gift horse in the mouth, but was still very curious. The next week he went in and asked why he got the job, even though he got such a simple question wrong. The boss shrugged and said, "Well, you were the closest."

Our Mission Statement
We, the producers, handlers and consumers of certified organic products are committed to working together to build an ethical 
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Sam Godwin (President)

Chair: Special Events &
Production Committees

RR.#2 Barrhead, AB T7N 1N3

Phone: 780-785-8023

E-mail: samhillent@hotmail.com

Schafers, Valerie (Vice President;
Box 14, Site 1, RR 3

Barrhead AB T7N 1N4

Phone: 780-674-4166

Fax: 780-674-4557

E-mail: val-dar@telusplanet.net

Kurylowich, Selma (Director)
Chair: Newsletter Committee

Box 352 Grimshaw, AB TOH 1W0
Phone: 780-332-4810

Fax: 780-332-4810
E-mail: kurylowich@abnorth.com

Chiernyk, Dan (Director)

Chair: Nomination Committee
Box 125 Rochester, AB TOG 120
Phone: 780-698-2166

Fax: 780-698-2167

E-mail: chiernyk@xplornet.com

Marg Laberge (Secretary/Treasurer)
Chair: OCIA Canada Committee

4829-47 Ave St Paul AB TOA 3A3
Phone: 780-645-2088

Fax: 780-645-2078
E-mail:aopa.accounting@gmail.com

Drozda, Jacob (Director)
Chair: Marketing Committee

Box 1295 Valleyview TOH 3NO
Phone: 780-524-3254

Fax: 780-524-4138
E-mail:oscar123d16@hotmail.com

Ward Hoculak (Director)
Chair: Promotions, Research

& Education Committee
RR1 StarAB TOB 4E0Q
Phone: 780-895-7526
E-mail: wifarm@albertacom.com

Kristi Allen (Director)

Chair: Bvlaws. Policies &
Procedures Committee

RR 5 Wetaskiwin AB T9A 1X2

Phone: 780-352-8271

Fax: 780-352-8271 call first

E-mail: hooglandorganic@hotmail.ca

Peter Cardinal (Director)
Box 111 Kikino, AB TOA 2BO
Phone: 780-623-1933 Fax: Nil
E-mail: csranch2@telus.net

Chrapko, Xina (Director)
Box 110 Brosseau AB TOB 0PO
Phone: 780-657-2275

Fax: 780-657-2410

E-mail: xinachrapko@gmail.com

Kathy Petterson (Administrator) RR1 Morinville, AB TSR1P4  Chair: Certification
Phone: 780-939-5808 Fax 780-939-6738
E-mail: aopa@cruzinternet.com
Web Site: www.albertaorganicproducers.org

Non-voting







partnership with nature through education and an impartial organic certified process, which strives to ensure the organic integrity of our products.
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