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President’s Report 
by Michael Strebchuk 

 

Happy Summer! The crops are in. The cattle are out to pasture. Farmers are gearing up for or 
have already started haying. Hopefully you have gotten some much needed moisture.  
For many of us we still need more, but I thank God for what we did get. Field days are pproaching, 
and it is time for inspections to start. Cross your T’s and dot your I’s and make sure all your 
documentation is in order. 
This spring has been a crazy one. Winter ended early and seeding started ahead of schedule for 
many.  
It has also been very dry for much of the province. Markets are sluggish for some of the 
commodities like wheat and barley but remains steady for oats. Cattle continue to set record highs 
week after week. Overall, the industry looks like it should remain positive despite the tariffs and 
the volatility. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the joint field day being held at DeSchepper Farms and 
Rivers Edge Organics on August 7th . On top of touring two different operations, we will also have 
the pleasure of partaking in some equipment demos as well as research presentation by GRO.  
 
Come out and network and learn. 
It is a busy time of year and many of us are going in a hundred different directions. But June is 
also Men’s Mental Health month. Take the time to check in with your neighbour, your friends, and 
your loved ones. Five minutes now could literally save a life.  
Sometimes a coffee or a phone call is the difference that matters. 
 
May your calves, lambs, and kids grow well, and your crops be 
bountiful. Enjoy your summer and may you have many opportunities to 
sit around a fire with good friends and loving family. 
 
Blessings 
Michael Strebchuk            
              
           

 
 

       
 
 



 

aopapet@gmail.com

Field Day Agenda 
August 7th, 2025 
Rivers Edge Organics and DeSchepper Farms Ltd. 
9:00   Meet at Belvedere Hall at the Intersection of Hwy 33 & Hwy 654 W for       
  registration, coffee, muffins etc.  
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Belvedere+Hall /@54.0063436,-114.4024158,15z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x539f6634c78afd45:0xa4ebe6c54db02909!8m2!3d54.0063436!4d-114.4024158!16s%2Fg%2F11c536b6xl?entr y=ttu&g_ep= EgoyMDI1MDYzMC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D  

9:30   Board bus to DeSchepper Farms LTD at Rich Valley 
9:50   View Next Gen AG Roll-Over Plow and Power Harrow demo, tour fields 
11:40 Board bus to travel back to Belvedere Hall for lunch and door prizes. 
12:00   Free lunch 
12:45 Presentation by One Degree Organics with product samples. 
1:15   Presentation by Alfalfa Green 
1:45   Presentation by Gateway Research Organization 
2:15   Board bus to tour Rivers Edge Organics fields 
3:15   Arrive at the Rivers Edge Organics farm to view seed cleaner demonstration. 
3:45   Coffee and dessert served 
4:15   Board bus to travel back to Belvedere Hall



Certification Report 
by Kathy Petterson

Another shower just passed over but we are grateful for any moisture we receive.  
Rain amounts vary around the province as usual. We have only had about 2 2/3” of rain so far this 
year and 95% came literally within the past three weeks. 
File Update: Received 105, Late files coming 5, New members 5.  
Please welcome Jessica Hogg from Debolt, Willy Teichroeb from La Crete, Peter Lundgard from 
Grimshaw, Edwin Weiler from Fort Vermilion and William and Denise Thompson from Thorsby.  
We hope to meet you at our field day or one of our meetings this year. 
Nine members quit due to drought, retirement, rented land out, health, court case and one 
member switched to the TCO La Crete chapter, Mackenzie Organics. 
Verification Officer Update: Our usual VO’s are Bernie Ehnes, Dave Thompson, and  
Sabrina George. Tanya Hollingsworth from Saskatchewan was hired before TCO received any 
applications for VO training from Alberta. There are two persons who have completed their 
training and were mentored by Bernie or Sabrina in June. The AOPA Board of Directors are very 
pleased to welcome Luke Lungard and Suzanne Kebernik to the TCO Verification Officer team. 
The experienced VO’s have already submitted some Inspection Reports and the new VO’s will be 
contacting those assigned to them to book their inspection date.  
Please cooperate and do your best to agree with the dates they have available. 
Our field day is only 5 weeks away so please add that day to your calendar of events to attend.  
Dale and Eldon have planned an informative day, which always leads to new contacts and  
a fun time.    See you there! 
Thought of the month “Aspire to be a GIVER - give love, give patience, give hope, give strength,  
give kindness.” Eddie from Touchstone Naturals.

Bylaw and Policy 
by Rick Pysyk 

The AOPA is governed by the Bylaws, Policies and Procedures that have been passed by the 
Board and Members of the organization. If you would like to review these guiding principles 
please contact Kathy Petterson, the AOPA administer. 
No requests for amendments to the current Bylaws, Policies or Procedures have been proposed.  
If you do have any proposed changes please feel free to contact any of the Board members listed 
on the AOPA Website. 
In hopes that you are all in good health and your weather is favourable.

Important websites  
for the organic producer: 
Canadian Organic Growers -  www.cog.ca 
Organics in Alberta -  www.organicalberta.org 
Organic Trade Association -  www.ota.com 
Organic Consumers Ass -  www.organicconsumers.org 
Canada Organic -   www.choosecanadaorganic.ca 
TCO -     www.tcocert.ca 



Market Report 
by Gordon Wood 

 
 

Organic Price Quotes - February 3, 2025 Stock and Feeder Cattle - February 3, 2025 
        400lb Steers $3.90-6.90 Heifers $4.00-5.25 
        500lb Steers $4.00-6.20 Heifers $3.75-5.20 
        600lb Steers $3.75-6.00 Heifers $3.50-5.05 
        700lb Steers $3.50-5.01 Heifers $3.50-4.65 
        800lb Steers $3.40-4.68 Heifers $3.25-4.10 
        900lb Steers $3.00-3.90 Heifers $2.90-3.55 
                1000lb Steers $3.00-3.70 Heifers $2.60-3.40 
 
 
    Spot Price per Bushel 
Western Canada 
Wheat - red hard spring  $16.50 
Wheat - soft white   $14.50  
Wheat - durum   $19 
Barley - feed    $7.50 
Oats - feed    $415/MT 
Oats - gluten free   $10.50 
Flax - brown    $48 
Peas - yellow   $19.75 
Soybeans - feed   $30.00 
Corn - feed    $10.00 
Lentils - Green   $.90/lb 
Feed 
Small Square Hay   $6.00-10.00 
Small Square Straw — 
Large Round Hay   $95-130 
 
 
 
 
        Butcher Cattle - February 3, 2025 
        Grain Fed & Cows  $2.20-2.42 
        Med Flesh Cows  $2.10-2.20 
        Older Cows   $1.90-2.10 
        Holstein Cows  $1.30-1.85 
        Bologna Bulls  $2.00-2.45 
        Feeder Bulls — 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



R&D : Research & Development. 
By Ernest Snyder 

 

Drips on Dips - the drip is a result of something going wrong and the dip is where the drip ends up 
at.  So as we do some research we will figure out what development we can do to make our farms 
more effective and less work for us. 
 
For this edition we are going to talk about air seeders, I have a Moris 
Air Seeder and it has a  sensor toward the bottom of the seed tank to 
say that it is almost run out . The sensor quit so that's the drip , I have 
to keep getting out and checking the bin so I guess that is the Dip, or 
maybe I'm the Dip in this case hihi.  
I looked for a better option, one that I can see what is happening 
instead of 5 min till it runs out.  I ran coax cable back to the tank, added 
a led light in the tank and installed a old type 12v wired security 
camera in there.  In the tractor cab I put a LCD screen from a old kids dvd player or back of the 
car seat viewer thing, not sure from what but it worked on 12v and would show the camera image. 
I could now see how much was left in the tank.  It worked but not the clearest picture and a bit of 
work running the coax cable to the camera. - A little Research and a bit of Development and I 
bought a Hi Definition Wireless Backup Camera assembly - put it in the tank and the screen in the 
tractor had a way crisper image of what's in the tank ....but looking ahead I need to buy one with a 
bigger screen, my eyesight is not getting better as I age. Now no more at the end going a pass or 
two and stopping and checking if I can make another pass, I can see all to the bottom till basically 
the last kernel - So it is now past seeding, but if you need to increase your production because 
you just got an indicator that shows the tank is empty.... here is what you can do for next spring. 
There are things you need to take note of when buying the Backup Camera wireless system - 
Radio signals don't work very well threw the metal tank, so I used a unit that had an External Wire 
Ant vs an Internal Ant.  You may have to put the Camera Ant outside of the tank if you cannot get 
a strong signal to the tractor, I had to drill holes to get the power wires in for the light and to run 
the camera , for my seeder this was enough for the camera signal to get out with the Ant still in the 
tank--again yours may not work like that and might need the Ant outside.  I had to adj the Led 
Light so that it reflected light to what the cam was seeing vs aimed the same way as it would white 
wash the picture out.  Electronics change so fast that it is sometimes hard to buy the same model 
as they have replaced it with a new one, with that said here is a link to what seems to be the 
model I used : 
https://www.amazon.com/live/video/09f9092420ac43099e63f70e2f598158?ref_=dp_vse_ibvc0 
Hope that if you have had this problem that this fix will help your production to go up.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
              
              
              



              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
                      
 
 
 
 
This Yr I have tried planting Oats into my RedClover  - You can't see much at this point and we 
will see if it works out, maybe I can get a extra year of regenerative farming out of that field. 
              
               
              
              
              
              
           That's it for R&D on  
           this edition,  
           Have A great  
           Summer Season 
           Ernest   
              
              
              
              
              
              
               
 
 
Chapter Contacts 
Michael Strebchuk       Kathy Petterson 
President        Administrator 
strebchukfarms@gmail.com     aopapet@gmail.com  
780.536.5400       780.939.5808   
         780.939.6738 (fax) 
    www.albertaorganicproducers.org 


